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PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Serving Christ—Here!
We have different gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us.  
If your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your faith. If your gift is 
service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching.  
If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving should do 
it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with passion. The one showing mercy 
should be cheerful.  Romans 12:6-11

July 1 is an important date at Baker 
Memorial UMC . This is the date 
when we say thank-you to the people 

who have completed their terms in 
congregational leadership and also say 
welcome to those who are starting new 
terms . While we still have two positions 
in the process of being filled, our work 
of calling new people into leadership 
is almost completed . In this article, we 
would like to provide an overview of 
our leadership structure so you can get 
an idea of what it means to serve Christ 
right here at the church .  

Our leadership structure is composed of two Spiritual Leadership Teams, an endowment 
committee, and the staff team . Beyond these direction setting teams, there are numerous 
other ways to serve . For example, we need liturgists, ushers, greeters, teachers and all 
manner of other volunteers . We also have short term leadership opportunities of what we 
call “pop-up” teams that get formed to plan and carry out specific events . In other words, 
we need everyone to be willing to serve right here . Being a healthy church means that 
everyone brings their differing gifts together to help people connect to the congregation, 
find community here, care for others and feel cared for, as well as reach out to others who 
do not yet have a home congregation .

Our two Spiritual Leadership Teams are organized similarly but have different areas of 
focus . The Strategy and Administration Team has responsibility for ensuring that we have 
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an overall strategy for what we are focusing on next as a 
congregation . In 2021/22 we are focusing on hospitality . 
We’ve done some deep thinking about what it means to 
be truly hospitable to visitors and guests . Our focus area 
match some of the words we wrote above: Connection, 

Community, Caring, and 
Communication beyond the 
church . The Strategy and 
Administration team also 
focuses on the administrative 
leadership functions of Staff 
Parish Relations, Trustees, 
and Finance . There are 
sixteen people on the team 
including three people for 

each of the three administrative areas, the pastors, the lay 
leader, the lay representative to Annual Conference, the lay 
member at large, the facilitator and the co-facilitator . 

The Spiritual Formation and Development Team focuses 
on implementing our strategic directions through the 
programming and volunteer structure of the church .  
The structure of this team has been a little more fluid . In 
2021/2022 we are focusing on the areas mentioned above: 
connection, community, caring, and communication to 
others . There are twenty-one people on this team: five 
focused on adult ministries/missions, three focused on 
youth, one focused specifically on young family ministries, 

and three focused on children . The team also includes the 
lay leader, pastors, music directors for overall music and 
specifically for youth and children, our director of children 
and family ministry, and our communications/graphics 
staff person . 

One of the key things to understand about both of these 
teams is that they work on behalf of the whole church . 
For example, adult programming members are concerned 
about young adults, youth and children because the church 
is a single family that needs to work together . On the 
Strategy and Administration Team, all members contribute 
to all functions in terms of making decisions for the good 
of the whole congregation . We have a two-board model 
with shared responsibility for the results .

Another key thing to understand is that both of these 
Spiritual Leadership Teams use a system of rotating 
membership . Facilitators serve for two years, one as the 
Vice Facilitator and one as the Facilitator . Other team 
member (other than staff members) serve for three years .  
After a term is over, those who have served enjoy at least 
a one year sabbath from these core leadership functions . 
They are free to serve in other ways!

The 2021/2022 leadership rosters for the two Spiritual 
Leadership Teams are listed on page 8 . The two unstaffed 
positions are in the process of being filled, but remember 
that there are openings on these teams every year . Think 
about whether there might be a role for you in the future!

Peace in Christ
Pastor Mary and Pastor Kim 

PASTORS’ MESSAGE 
Continued from page 1.

In 2021/22 we are 
focusing on hospitality. 
We’ve done some deep 
thinking about what 
it means to be truly 
hospitable to visitors 
and guests.

At the 2021 Annual Conference, this year’s Bishop’s 
Appeal offering will go toward UMCOR’s COVID-19 

relief fund . Text the word GIVE to the phone number 
below to get started: 844-563-0429 OR click here to 
donate online and get more information .

Since the start of the novel coronavirus outbreak, 
Global Ministries has worked with partners around the 
world to respond to this humanitarian crisis . The Global 
Health unit and UMCOR have worked with health 
boards, medical professionals, disaster management 
coordinators, and faith leaders to prevent the spread of 
this disease . Grants have been awarded to provide clean 
water and medical equipment at health facilities and to 
address the economic challenges caused by the pandemic, 

such as food insecurity .
As the virus continues to spread, health facilities are 

working beyond capacity to treat those infected . The 
situation in some countries, like India and Brazil, is 
dire . Grants from the UMCOR COVID-19 Response 
Fund will help strengthen the response of health care 
facilities, provide much needed medical supplies, increase 
access to clean water and hygiene facilities and address 
food insecurity and other economic challenges facing 
communities, particularly those in underdeveloped 
countries .

When you say “yes” to supporting the UMCOR 
COVID-19 Response, you will help bring God’s love to 
life to those in the middle of this unfolding health crisis . 

Annual Conference Bishop’s Appeal Offering

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022612/
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FOCUS: GOD’S SWEET TREATS

u Family Bible Verse: Taste and see how good the Lord is!  
The one who takes refuge in him is truly happy!  Psalm 34:8, 
Deep Blue Kids Bible CEB 

SUNDAY WORSHIP. Can you believe it’s already July? Now 
that our Sanctuary is open, grab your family and invite your 
friends to worship and sing together on Sundays at 9:30 am . 
Praise God! Did you know we now have fellowship outside 
on the front balcony area? Love this! It brings me back to 
my days in Hawaii when our fellowships were held on the 
lanai . Please join us for lemonade, water, or a cup of coffee 
or two . Don’t forget your sunglasses . 

GOD IS GOOD. Maybe you missed our last event and didn’t 
get your sweet treat . That’s okay because summer is the time 
to travel, slow down, play recreational sports, or be busier 
than ever and much more . As your family contemplates 
their fun activities, remember Psalm 34:8 . Life is not about 
popsicles or material things . Life is extra sweet when you 
have a relationship with God . God fills your spiritual 
life when you maintain His word and trust in the Lord . 
Walk and worship with your fellow brothers and sisters of 
Christ . So, invite Him along for your daily journeys . Talk 
to Him because He loves to listen to you . God promises 

that wherever you call him from or whenever you are ready 
to talk to him, He will hear and provide for you . Knowing 
God is our refuge gives me strength and joy . All the good 
things in life comes from God . Amen .       

POPSICLES IN THE PARK RECAP. Popsicles are the classic 
treat that not only create memories, are a throw back 
to your childhood, but are just delicious . Nothing says 
summer like children, popsicles, and parks . On June 6th, 
we had all three with bubbles and chalk too . There were 
endless choices of popsicles—like fudge pops, twin pops, 
gluten free fruit pops, and famous original bomb pop . The 
popsicles were a refreshing treat as our families sat in the 
shade talking story, playing yard games, and decorating the 
sidewalks . I can’t wait to repeat Popsicles in the Park with a 
playground area .    

SAVE-THE-DATE!
• August 1 | 12 pm | Back-to-School Blessing | Bring your 

backpack, tote bag, or handbag
• August 22 | Sundae Sunday
• August 29 | 10:30 am | In-person Sunday School

Joy & Blessings, 
Shelly Stienbarger
Director of Children & Family Ministry
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Youth & Young Adult Ministry
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

CONFIRMATION 2020-21 
BakerYouth Confirmation is excited to try something new 
this year . We are partnering with Batavia UMC and Geneva 
UMC for Confirmation . We will meet a third of the year at 
each church— Batavia, Geneva, and Baker Memorial . The 
Pastors and staff have been working hard to put together 
an amazing curriculum with retreats, field trips, and family 
service opportunities . 

We will have a Confirmation Orientation for families 
on Sunday, August 22 . Confirmation will run September 
8–May 15 . There will be both a Sunday and Wednesday 
offering to choose from . 

Confirmation is for any youth entering 6th grade and 
above, depending on the youth’s readiness . Here are some 
things to consider and talk about as a family to guide 
you to see if your youth is ready: 1) Is your youth curious 
about their faith? 2) Do they want to know more about 
their faith? 3) Are they ready to engage in faith forming 
disciplines on their own, 4) Is your youth capable to 
read and comprehend some of the abstract concepts of 
Scripture . Look for more information and signups in the 
Weekly Word in the next few weeks and in our August 
Carillon . Email pastorkim@bakermemorialchurch .org or 
call/text at 630 .975 .0696 with questions .

4TH SUNDAY BAKERYOUTH EVENTS
Each 4th Sunday of the month, the BakerYouth grades 6th–
12th are invited to gather together for fun, connection, and 
devotion . This includes all incoming 6th graders in the fall 
and all seniors who have graduated . These events are always 
open to friends, and we encourage you to invite them . 
 
FOOD FRENZY. Mark your calendars for July 25th for 
the Food Frenzy . BakerYouth believes that service is an 
important part of a youth’s spiritual development, so we 

try to incorporate that in some 
of our 4th Sunday events . Also, 
part of Baker Memorial UMC’s 
vision is Serving Christ Here, 
Near, and Far Away . Therefore, 
we are partnering with Tri City 

Health Partnership right here in St . Charles . They are 
in need of food for children . With being out of school, 
many children do not have food like they would being in 
school . So, we are having a Food Frenzy and going into 
the local area to gather food to fill their Blessing Box . It 
will be a competition between teams to see what foods 
they can get and then we will walk it down to Tri City 
Health Partnership and make some blessing bags . We hope 
your youth contributes . We will also send a list of items 
in advance that we will be gathering July 25th in case you 
would like to donate as well . Sign up at: https://tinyurl.
com/4thSundayFoodFrenzy

AMAZING RACE. June 27th was our 4th Sunday Amazing 
Race and the students had a blast . The students broke out 
into teams and had clues that led them to certain places in 
St . Charles . They had different “detours” at each location 
where they needed to complete a task . They went to Blue 
Goose, St . Mary’s Park, Starbucks, Dick Ponds, Rocket Fizz, 
and Forever Yogurt . We wanted to support local businesses . 
One example of a “detour” was they needed to buy a flower 
at Blue Goose and give it to a random person . The team 
had to take pics at each location doing their “detour” and 
proving they had been to that location . We ended up at 
Forever Yogurt for a sweet treat . Praises and Thanksgiving 
to Gina Armstrong for organizing this Amazing Race and 
to all of our wonderful volunteers who were either at a 
location or was a team leader . Your presence matters to our 
youth!! Continued on page 5.

https://tinyurl.com/4thSundayFoodFrenzy
https://tinyurl.com/4thSundayFoodFrenzy
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SERVING OPPORTUNITIES IN BAKERYOUTH
• 4th Sunday Event: Thank you to each adult who has 

served on a 4th Sunday Pop-up team . We are always 
looking for volunteers to hang with our students . Each 
month is a different theme and activity . We’re looking for 
different adults to plan, serve, and chaperone the various 
months . Would you be willing to help at one event? Do 
you have ideas? Are you a behind the scenes person?  

• Confirmation: If you have a heart for students, we are 
looking for leaders to support and come alongside the 
Pastors .

• Middle & High School Leaders: As we start to think 
about the fall, we are looking for teachers to help lead a 
middle school and/or high school group .  

Please consider being one of the adults that supports the 
student’s faith journey . Contact Pastor Kim at 630-975-
0696 or pastorkim@bakermemorialchurch .org with your 
availability .

THANK YOU 
Thank you to Cheryl Freiberger for her dedication to 
being such an active member on the Spiritual Formation & 
Discipleship Team representing and planning Youth events .  
Your dedication and heart for the students shows and we 
appreciate your servant heart . We are looking forward to 
having you on our pop-up teams . We are glad to have Curt 
Barrett continue on with our team and we welcome in Gina 
Armstrong and Danielle Wukitsch .

Youth & Young Adult Ministry Con’t .

Calling all Young Adults
YOUNG ADULT MEET UPS WITH PASTOR KIM
Pastor Kim is setting up one-on-ones with Young 
Adults . Take some time for a cup of coffee/tea and let’s 
get together . You can email Pastor Kim at pastorkim@
bakermemorialchurch .org or text/call at 630-975-0696 .

Would you like to participate in a 
ministry where small gestures make 

a big difference? Then you might enjoy 
being a Church Mouse! Over twenty years 
ago, Heide Hughes started this ministry to 
reach out to our college-aged students and 
help keep them connected to their church family . Heide 
participated as a Church Mouse at her church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina (St . Stephen UMC) and introduced this 
thoughtful tradition to our congregation upon her arrival . 
“I think students enjoy getting these mystery gifts . Showing 
love from their church family is sort of a mission .” Debbie 
Conterato, a long-time Church Mouse says, “It’s a fun and 
easy way to make a difference in a college student’s life . 
Whether it’s the simple gifts and fun things I send or things 
that keep them in touch with the church, it’s a blessing for 
both students and me .” 

What is required of a Church Mouse? Mice are asked 
to contact their assigned student once each month from 
September to May . This can be with a greeting card, a 
kind note or a small package of goodies . The pastors and 
Michele Claney design and produce beautiful cards for 
you to include in your note or package each month . In 
November, the Church Mice gather for final exam care 

package packing party which is also a time of fellowship for 
the mice . 

Would you like to be a mouse, but feel like contacting 
a student nine times is too much? You can be a Church 
Mouse as part of a group . You can enlist a friend or two and 
each take a few months or you can let us know and we will 
pair you with others who would like to participate as part 
of a team . Lydia Circle has been a Church Mouse for years 
and Esther Circle took on a student this year . If your circle 
or committee would like to serve as a mouse, please let us 
know .

Students currently in college or about to enter college are 
encouraged to sign up to have a mouse . College student 
Dan Werner says, “It’s nice to have a package (or letter) 
arrive as a surprise during the stress of college” . Recent 
College graduate, Amy Pearson commented, “It meant so 
much to have someone at Baker thinking about me and 
staying in touch while I’m at school . This has been such a 
weird year and it always made my day when I got a package 
or a card .”
u To be a mouse or to be paired with a mouse, please fill 
out the information at tinyurl.com/beachurchmouse
u If you are a student and would like a church mouse, 
please register at tinyurl.com/ChurchMouseStudents

Be a Church Mouse or Get One—Sign Up Now

https://tinyurl.com/BeAChurchMouse
https://tinyurl.com/ChurchMouseStudents
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CAMBODIA VIRTUAL MISSION TRIP 
Baker Memorial’s mission trip this year had a different 
look . Around 80 people gathered on zoom June 22, 24 & 
25th to learn what it would be like to be on a mission trip 
in Phnom Pehn, Cambodia . How 
exciting it was to have folks from 
other states join in on zoom and 
to have our missionary Clara 
Biswas join us on the zoom call 
on June 22nd . Many of those 
registered came to the celebration 
at church on June 26th where 
we played games, ate delicious 
Cambodian foods and enjoyed the fellowship of others! 
Clara has served in Cambodia for 21 years and will retire 
from her post in August . She will return to Bangladesh and 
continue to serve the communities in that region . 

What did we learn from this virtual trip? We learned 
about the ministries that Clara implemented over the 
years . We learned about her educational, nutritional, and 
health programs as well as the Street Children Ministry . 
The ministry has been working in the slums near the Tonle 
Bassac River, Daem Kor Village and the community living 
off the city dumpsite . In 2007, they expanded to work in 
New Phnom Penh, another slum area . They also work with 
the CLCA Orphanage, the Kien Kleang orphanage and 
Preak Torl UMC . The programs that Clara and staff provide 
give students a better chance to succeed . Clara provided a 
video with many young women and children who showed 
their gratitude for the opportunities provided .

What did we do on the virtual mission trip? 
Participants were given an action pack for the family which 
included a passport and stickers, a prayer rock, a prayer 
card, a Khmer language card,a Shaddlekak with colorful 

feathers (to play the game Sey), 
Clara’s brochure, a travel guide, 
and a Cambodian recipe 
booklet to assist them on the 4 
day adventure . The packet also 
included several games to play 
at home and all was packaged 
in a Baker Memorial bag as 
a keepsake . We learned how 
we could serve if we were 

in person on a mission trip, many of 
the local customs and what it is like 
for families living in Cambodia . Each 
participant received a prayer rock 
and prayed for another person whose 
name was painted on the rock . 

What happened on the 
Celebration Day on June 26th? Balloon popping relays, 
musical chairs and the Cambodia Game, Sey, were enjoyed 
by all! Cambodian music was played as we sampled 
delicious Cambodia foods: Roll Your Own Spring Rolls, 
Phở Gà Miền Bắc (Northern Vietnamese-style Chicken 
Soup), Pork and Butternut Curry with Jasmine Rice, 
Sticky Rice Balls with Nuoc Leo and Tuk Trey dipping 
sauces, Green Mango/Green Papaya Salad, Banana Tapioca 
Pudding, and Num Lot

Who do we thank for the many details required for the 
Cambodia Adventure? The team of Pastor Mary Zajac, 
Pastor Kim Neace, Shelly Stienbarger and Chris Stumpf had 
much fun putting this all together . Michele Claney used her 
skills designing brochures, flyers and t-shirts and Mandy 
Hale’s technical skills behind the scenes . A big thank you to 
all who helped cook with Pastor Mary, or set up or cleaned 
up after the event 
on Saturday . We are 
grateful for all of you 
who joined the trip 
as well!

Please Pray: 
Heavenly Father, 
we pray for Clara to 
feel your presence as she retires in Cambodia and serves in 
Bangladesh . May her ministries remain fruitful . We pray 
that the lockdown in Cambodia is lifted so Clara may be 
able to say goodbye to all the children and families she 
served . We thank you Lord for Clara and her 21 years of 
service in Cambodia! Guide us Lord at Baker Memorial to 
know your will for our next mission trip to give hope to the 
hopeless, bring Christ to the poor and share your love with 
all . Amen.
u THERE’S STILL TIME TO DONATE! So far, we have raised 
well over $5,000 for Cambodia . What a blessing! You 
can still give today by going to https://tinyurl.com/
CambodiaDonations . The final day to donate is July 10 .

MISSIONS CORNER
Serving Christ here, near, and far away

https://tinyurl.com/CambodiaDonations
https://tinyurl.com/CambodiaDonations
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United Methodist Women Message

W ell, I must say that this has been a most challenging 
year, and I am sure you will agree . Our lives basically 

turned upside down on a dime and suddenly, our busy lives 
were brought to a grinding halt . Church closed and several 
organizations had difficulty maintaining their meeting 
schedules . United Methodist Women was just one group . 
Several of the circles met via Zoom from time to time but 
most did not meet in person until May . We tried to keep 
in touch with everyone and hopefully did not overlook 
someone, or a situation which needed assistance .

Since we will begin a new season this September, we 
thought it would be a good time to step back and assess 
where we are, what we want to accomplish and help 
everyone understand the Purpose and Mission of the 
United Methodist Women . We will be sending out a short 
survey to all the women in the church for information and 
to get a feel for how we need to begin this year .

I have decided to accept the position of President of 
the UMW Leadership Team for the 2021-2023 term and 
am excited to help our organization succeed . I thought I’d 
begin by giving you some information about this wonderful 
group . Below is some background information which many 
of you may already know, but some of you may not . 

Did you know that the United Methodist Women (UMW 
for short) is the largest denominational faith organization 
for women with approximately 800,000 members in the 
US and 100 countries whose mission is fostering spiritual 
growth developing leaders and advocating for justice?

Currently UMW groups are working together turning 
faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, 
children, and youth around the world .

So, who are we really? 
We are faith, hope and love in action .

• Faith: Thousands of women participate in our reading 
programs and educational opportunities annually to grow 
spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put 
faith into action .

• Hope: Our national mission institutions empower 
women, care for children, educate and equip youth, care 
for the neglected, advocate for social justice issues, create 
economic opportunities and strengthen neighborhoods .

• Love: Our members give out of their love for the 
world and provide financial support for national 
mission institutions, higher education scholarships for 
international students, and 121 programs taking place in 
110 countries .

• Action: United Methodist Women members’ voices 
are heard around the world as they call for justice on 
issues such as immigration, human trafficking, domestic 
violence, health care and the environment .
Why should I join United Methodist Women?
To be a part of a vibrant community of women working 

together in this area and the world . Many opportunities for 
service are available for you to make a difference locally and 
globally . After all, when you come right down to it, we are 
all United Methodist Women!
—Diana Seymour

Ask the UMC
Where was the first Methodist annual conference in 
America? John Wesley initiated the first annual conference 
in 1744 to bring together his preachers in England .

As Methodism in America began to grow, Wesley sent 
several of his preachers to oversee the work there . He 
expected the preachers in America to adhere to the same 
organizational system that he maintained in England .

In July 1773, Thomas Rankin, one of the preachers 
sent by Wesley, convened the first conference of all 
Methodist preachers at Historic St . George’s Church in 
Philadelphia . At that time, common agreements about 
how the Methodist societies would function were adopted 
and preachers were appointed to oversee the work of the 
societies .  It was at this conference that William Watters 
received an appointment as the first American-born 
Methodist itinerant preacher .

For the next two years, these gatherings, called “Several 
conversations between the Preachers in Connexion with 
Rev . Mr . John Wesley,” continued to meet at St . George’s .  

However, the unrest leading up to the Revolutionary 
War affected Methodist meetings . When the British 
occupied Philadelphia, they used St . George’s as a cavalry 
school . Thus, in 1776, the conference was moved out of 
Philadelphia to Baltimore .

In addition to the general meetings of all Methodist 
preachers, smaller regional conferences began to meet on 
an annual basis to appoint preachers within those regions . 
After the birth of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1784, these smaller regional meetings, known as “annual 
conferences,” became the more direct ancestor to current 
annual conferences .
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of 
United Methodist Communications.
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Here’s Your Shot to Get the Shot 

On July 15th from 11am-3pm the IDPH will be at Baker 
Memorial UMC to distribute COVID vaccines for free 

– NO I .D . REQUIRED . 
The J&J vaccine will be available for those who wish for 

a “one and done” approach and we will also have the Pfizer 
vaccine available, which has been approved for those 12 
and under .

Are you or someone you know still waiting to get 
vaccinated against COVID-19? NOW is the time!

Many people are waiting until more people have been 
vaccinated . Hundreds of millions of people have received 
the vaccine, including nearly 1/3 of Illinois residents, in 
what has been the most intense safety monitoring in US 
history . 

Many people are concerned about safety . Did you know 
that each vaccine available in the US (Pfizer, Moderna, and 
Johnson & Johnson) has been tested on tens of thousands 
of individuals of different ages, sex, race/ethnicity, weight, 

and medical conditions? All authorized vaccines have 
been found to be 100% effective in preventing death from 
COVID .

Many people think they are protected because they’ve 
already had COVID, however it is not clear if and for how 
long antibodies from your infection will naturally protect 
you .

Many young, healthy people feel they are not at “high-
risk” for COVID . This simply is not true; many young 
people have had severe illness or died from COVID . In 
addition, even those who are not experiencing symptoms 
can spread the disease to their friends, family, and co-
workers .

NOW is the time to get vaccinated . So we can get back 
to normal in all areas of our lives, so we can go anywhere 
without a mask and be safe, not just outdoors or socially-
distanced . Please go to https://tinyurl.com/gotmyshot or 
call 630-584-6680 to make an appointment today!

SPIRITUAL FORMATION AND DISCIPLESHIP
Position Term Ends Name
Facilitator 2022 Amanda Hale
Vice Facilitator 2023 Geoff Hardwick
Adult- Missions  2024 Gary Johnson
Adult- Connection Ministry 2024 Jayne Scales
Adult- Spiritual Growth, Small 2023 Alan McCurdy 
  Groups/Education Ministry
Adult- Caring Ministry 2023 TBD
Adult- Communication/ 2022 Mariah Cheyney 
   Outreach Ministry
Youth Ministry 2024 Danielle Wukitsch
Youth Ministry 2023 Curt Barrett
Youth Ministry 2023 Gina Armstrong
Young Family 2024 TBD
Children’s Ministry 2023 Renee Whittenhall
Children’s Ministry 2024 Jessie Ibarra
Children’s Ministry 2023 Kim Masters
Lay Leader 2022 Beth Bayless
Director Children & Family N/A Shelly Stienbarger
Music N/A Jeff Hunt
Children and Youth Music N/A Kathy Olivarez
Graphics/Communications Staff  N/A Michele Claney
Pastor N/A Kim Neace/Mary Zajac

STRATEGY AND ADMINISTRATION
Position Term Ends Name
Facilitator 2022 Allan Scales
Vice Facilitator 2023 Brian Harris
Finance 2022 Peter Helland
Finance 2023 Greg Pratt
Finance 2024 Linda Hefferin
Trustees 2023 Rick Spiers
Trustees 2024 Peter Wintersteen
Trustees 2022 Doug Ruth
SPRC 2024 Debbie Conterato
SPRC 2022 Steve Coon 
SPRC 2023 Chuck Freiberger
Lay member at Large 2022 John Clarke
Lay Member AC 2024 Sandie Vargulich
Lay Leader 2022 Beth Bayless
Pastor N/A Mary Zajac/Kim Neace

2021/2022 Leadership Roster

https://tinyurl.com/gotmyshot
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Volunteer at the NIL Food Bank
Want to join the team? The next Northern Illinois Food 
Bank volunteer date for the church is July 19 from 9am-
noon at the 273 Dearborn Ct . location in Geneva . If you 
would like to join the team or get more information contact 
Betty Erickson at N9FYC@aol .com . A group volunteers 
monthly on third Mondays .

An Invite to Join the Family
Would you like more information about Membership 
here at Baker Memorial UMC? Membership classes will 
be offered on July 11, August 8, and October 10 after the 
Sunday church service . We will meet on-person or by 
Zoom depending on conditions . Sign-up at tinyurl.com/
Havealookmembership21

Preparing for Baptism
Would you like more information about Baptism, for your 
child or yourself, here at Baker Memorial UMC? Baptism 
classes will be held July 10, September 11, and November 
13 in person from 9-11am . Sign up for one of the dates at 
tinyurl.com/Bakerbaptism21class

One O’Clock Book Group Returns
We are thrilled to resume our meetings! This book 
discussion group meets in the Parlor at 1 pm on the first 
Monday of each month (except Labor Day) . 

The selection for September 13 is Meet 
Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson . 
In Denmark, Professor Anders Larsen 
has lost his wife and his hopes for the 
future . On an isolated English farm, 
Tina Hopgood is trapped in a life she 
doesn’t remember choosing . Brought 
together by a shared fascination with the 
Tollund Man, subject of Seamus Heaney’s 
famous poem, they begin writing letters to one another . 
From their vastly different worlds, they find they have 
more in common than they could have imagined, and an 
unexpected friendship blooms . When Tina’s letters stop 
coming, Anders is thrown into despair . How far are they 
willing to go to write a new story for themselves?

Copies are available on the book club shelves at the St . 
Charles Public Library and can be picked up approximately 
30 days before each meeting . All are invited to join in 
the lively discussion . For information, contact Shelley 
Campbell at sscbooks@sbcglobal .net .

Caring Ministry
We are in need of sign ups for the meal train and much 
needed water and Gatorade for the summer’s hot days . 
Please consider signing up at tinyurl.com/dayguestlunch . 
Donations are received on Tuesday or Thursday from 10 
am until 1 pm . 

Prayer Quilt Ministry
Anyone interested in assisting with the Prayer Quilt 
ministry, we will be meeting Wednesday, June 28 in Wiley 
Hall from 10 am to noon . You can come in through the 3rd 
Avenue doors or the lower Main Street doors . If you have 
a small sewing machine, feel free to bring it . If you’d like to 
learn how to make a prayer quilt, we will teach you . 

A Gentle Word About Giving
The work of God continues at and through Baker Memorial 
UMC . If you would like to donate to Baker Memorial 
UMC using a credit card or Paypal, go 
to https://bakermemorialchurch.org/
online-giving-2/ and click on the donate 
button or you can scan our QR code, 
shown here, to give with your smart phone .

We have great volunteers! This group 
packed 1160 pounds on June 21 at the 
NIL Food Bank. Pictured above are (left 
to right) Gerry and Ellen Laws, Betty 
Erickson, Gary and Roberta Kupkowski, 
Burch and Diana Seymour, Carol Meitl, 
Cheryl Ledbetter, Alan McCurdy, Marge 
Meanger, and Jean Peterson. At left are 
Val and Jan McPeak.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-havealook1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-havealook1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-baptism1
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd
https://bakermemorialchurch.org/online-giving-2/ 
https://bakermemorialchurch.org/online-giving-2/ 
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  6 
2   
8am Farmers Market

3 

4
4th of July
9:30am Worship and 

Communion

6
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

7 8 
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

9
8am Farmers Market

10
9am Baptism Class

11   
9:30am Worship
10:30am New  

Member Class

12   13   
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

14   
5pm Ring & Sing

15 
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

16
8am Farmers Market

19
9am NIL Food Bank
7pm Spiritual  

Leadership & 
Strategy and 
Administration

20   
Carillon Articles Due  
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

21 22
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

23
8am Farmers Market

24

25
9:30am Worship
12pm 4th Sunday 

BakerYouth Event

  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31

17 

5   
Church office closed
7pm Spiritual  

Formation &  
Discipleship Team

27
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

1
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

28
10am Prayer Quilt 

Ministry (Wiley)
5pm Ring & Sing

29
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

30
8am Farmers Market
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ONLINE CHURCH
EVERY SUNDAY
Worship video posted 
to the website and
Facebook

MASK UPDATE:
As of July 4th masks will become  
discretionary at in-person worship and 
inside the church. If not vaccinated,  
we recommend wearing a mask.  
Masks will be worn in the nursery.



11  |  JUNE 2021

STAFF
Pastor Mary Zajac | Elder

Pastor Kim Neace | Deacon

Jeffery Hunt | Director of Music Ministry

Mark Edwards | Organist

Shelly Stienbarger | Director, Children & Family Ministry

Mandy Hale | Director of Administration

Judy Schlarb | Finance Manager

Lita Jimenez | Church Accountant 

Karl Lescelius | Building Maintenance Manager

Michele Claney | Creative Director

307 CEDAR AVENUE | ST . CHARLES, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | BAKERMEMORIALCHURCH.ORG

bakerMEMORIALCHURCH.org

