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PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Reason to be Thankful
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come into his presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his, we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love 
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. —Psalm 100

Thinking back over the past few months, we truly 
have had so much to be thankful for at Baker 
Memorial United Methodist Church . When we read 

Psalm 100, we can truly make a joyful noise unto the Lord 
and give thanks to God for celebrations, relationships, and 
joys . Therefore, let’s enter the gates of thanksgiving for the 
following things .

The Caring Ministry is such an important aspect in the 
life of Baker Memorial United Methodist Church . So many 
ministries happen each and every week where we reach 
out . You can read in other areas of The Carillon and give 
praise to God . When we least expect it, God blesses us in 
some unique and abundant ways . For example, we have 
recently been blessed with a very generous donation of 
$14,000 from someone outside of our church who heard 
about our ministry and was moved to support it . This was not the first time this generous 
donor has blessed the Caring Ministry and as the donor says it probably won’t be the last . 
When our hearts are in line with God, amazing things can happen . Let us give a shout of 
praise and thanksgiving that we can dream even bigger on how to assist our friends that 
find themselves homeless .

Faithfulness is key to our relationship to God and one another . There have been many 
faithful families who have baptized their children over the past several months . Thanks be 
to God . Our next generation is crucial to our growth and development as a church . Lift 
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up each child and family in prayer as we come together 
as a village to help raise their children . We celebrate and 
welcome the following children into the family: Willow 
Manning, Riley Fairall, Scott Hackbarth, Gianna Hartney, 
and Wyatt Schmaren

God is good and God’s steadfast love endures forever . 
There is nothing that says love like a wedding . As pastors, 
it is an honor to come alongside couples as they share their 
love with each other and their family and friends . Baker 
Memorial has 24 weddings scheduled for 2021 and we’ll 
be officiating  16 of those . Let’s give a shout of joy to the 

following couples who 
have been married over 
the past few months and 
will be married in June/
July:  
Karen and Ray Saul, 
Catherine and Daniel 
Serewicz, Kathrin and 
Douglas Gibbs, Rachel 

and John Haley, Kaileen and Taylor Oanes, Christine and 
Dalton Thompson, Danielle and Kellen O’Malley, Ashley 
and Greg Michalski, and Simone and John Rub .

As we move our worship into the Sanctuary, we will 
worship the LORD with gladness and come into God’s 
presence with singing and rejoicing . We were able to 
celebrate confirmation on May 16 for four youth—Henry 
Bartholomew, Brett Norgaard, Sophia Kratz, and Olivia 
Groetken . It was a special joy to be able to move this 
small service to the sanctuary after the CDC released new 
guidelines and all four families confirmed their comfort 
level . Praise God for our new adult members of Baker 
Memorial United Methodist Church . 

We are truly delighted to move our Sunday morning 

worship services back to the Sanctuary beginning on June 
6 at 9:30 am . Since none of our children are vaccinated, 
and many youth and adults are still in the process of being 
vaccinated, masks will be required . This policy will be 
reviewed monthly . Please note the new starting time! 

There is much joy and excitement happening in so many 
other areas as well such as Children Ministry with their 
1st Sunday events, Youth Ministry with 4th Sunday events, 
Music Ministry with Ring & Sing, Adult Ministries, and so 
much in Missions . Read more throughout this Carillon .

Please stop and take a minute to make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord and praise God for all the joys that are celebrated 
in and through Baker Memorial United Methodist Church . 
For the Lord is good and God’s steadfast love endures 
forever . Thanks be to God .  

       
Pastor Mary and Pastor Kim 

Pizza with the Pastors
Newer to the church and want to learn more? Join Pastor 
Mary and Pastor Kim for a casual lunch and conversation 
on June 6 from 12-1 pm . Sign up to attend the event at: 
https://tinyurl.com/pizzawith2pastors

PASTORS’ MESSAGE 
Continued from page 1.

As we move our worship 
into the Sanctuary, we 
will worship the LORD 
with gladness and come 
into God’s presence with 
singing and rejoicing.

Return to the Sanctuary
It is with great excitement that we announce that the 
time has come to move worship back into the sanctuary! 
The first service will be Sunday, June 6 at 9:30 am .
• Note time change! There will be one service at 9:30 am .
• The service will be about 45 minutes long .
• As a sign of hospitality, we require even those who are 

vaccinated wear masks .
• We will continue to have Online Church each week .

tinyurl.com/pizzawith2pastors 
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FOCUS: PRAISE & THANKS!  
 
u Family Bible Verse: Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all 
the earth!  Serve the Lord with celebration!  Come before him 
with shouts of joy!  Psalm 100:1-2 Deep Blue Kids Bible CEB

Hello June! Hello to sunny longer days! One of 
my favorite things about summer is seeing and 
hearing the children playing and laughing outside .  

I see and thank God for all of His handiwork this season— 
from summer rain storms to the warm sunshine that helps 
all things grow . I thank God for all of the gifts He gives us 
from above that are signs of His love . God’s love is never 
failing and everlasting .    

Have you ever been so happy that you just had the urge 
to sing a song? Try it! Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all 
the earth! Sing a song to show your joy for God’s loving 
way . Have you signed up for Ring & Sing? Baker Memorial 
Church is bringing together musicians of all ages this 
summer led by Jeff Hunt and Kathy Olivarez . For more 
information and to sign up, go to: tinyurl .com/ringandsing .   

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RECAP
When life gives you lemons, you make lemonade . 
Lemonade on the Lawn was a sweet and refreshing 
gathering! We had 16 families who were able to see their 

friends on the front 
lawn, under the trees 
with their blankets . The 
sugar cookie kits came 
with homemade cookies, 
frosting, and sprinkles to 
go with their lemonade . 
A big shout out to Meg Bingham and the Mid-Valley 
students for preparing the cookies and lemonade . Thank 
you Pastor Mary, Pastor Kim, and Rick Spiers for their help 
pouring, serving, and playing games with our wonderful 
families . I am so thankful for the families who came for the 
lemonade and fellowship . Our lovely little gatherings, like 
this one and Picnic on the Lawn, bring families together for 
simple and joyful celebrations . Be on the lookout for more 
in-person outdoor events for Sunday school families .

SAVE-THE-DATE
• Popsicles in the Park | Sunday, June 6 | 1pm 

Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/popsiclesinpark
• Sunday School is currently scheduled to resume in-

person on August 22 .

Joy & Blessings, 
Shelly Stienbarger
Director of Children & Family Ministry

https://tinyurl.com/popsiclesinpark


— # —4  |   JUNE 2021

Youth & Young Adult Ministry
For you have been my hope, Sovereign Lord, my 
confidence since my youth. From birth I have relied on 
you: you brought me forth from my mother’s womb. I will 
ever praise you. I have become a sign to many; you are 
my strong refuge. My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day long.  —Psalm 71: 5-8 

CONFIRMATION 2020-21 
What a joyous year for the students 
to grow in their faith and confirm 
their baptism vows to become 
full adult members . May 16 we 
celebrated a Confirmation service 
in the Sanctuary with our four 
confirmation students: Henry 

Bartholomew, Olivia Groetken, Brett Norgaard, and Sophia 
Kratz . Praise God for each of these students and families .

CONFIRMATION 2021-22 
We are preparing for our upcoming year of Confirmation 
that will start in the fall . Confirmation begins any age 6th 
grade and up . Here are a few things that can help guide you 
to know if your student is ready?  1) Is your youth asking 
questions about their faith? 2) Are they ready to engage 
in faith forming disciplines on their own? 3) Is your child 
capable to read and comprehend some of the abstract 
concepts of Scripture? Talk with your student and have that 
conversation . Email pastorkim@bakermemorialchurch .org 
with questions .

4TH SUNDAY BAKERYOUTH EVENTS
Each 4th Sunday of the month, the 
BakerYouth ages 6th–12th grade are 
invited to gather together for fun and 
connection . Mark your calendars for 
June 27th from 12-2 pm . We’ll be doing 
the Amazing Race . We will be racing 
to a variety of places downtown St . 
Charles . Are you up for the challenge? You don’t want to 
miss it! These events are open to friends, and we encourage 
you to invite them . 

Sign up now to attend at https://tinyurl.
com/4thSundayAmazingRace

4TH SUNDAY BAKERYOUTH POP-UP TEAMS
Each month is a different theme and activity, and we 
are also wanting to include service options every other 
month . We are looking for different adults to plan, serve, 
and chaperone the various months . Would you be willing 
to help at one 4th Sunday event? Do you have ideas? Are 
you a behind the scenes person? Please consider being 
one of the adults that supports the student’s faith journey . 
Contact Pastor Kim at 630 .975 .0696 or pastorkim@
bakermemorialchurch .org with your availability .

Continued on page 5.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE JUNE 27  
We are blessed at Baker Memorial UMC to be able 
to present small scholarships to students in our 
congregation every year .  B .G . Gross was a long-term 
music director at the church who was passionate about 
education . An endowment in his name provides funding 
to be awarded to congregation members pursuing post 
High-School education . Applicants may be attending a 
trade-school, community college, certification program, 
or university at any degree level this fall . Applicants 
may be of any age . Applications do need to be active 
members of the congregation . The scholarships are 
generally a few hundred dollars each .

Applications can be submitted at https://tinyurl.com/
BGGross . The due date to apply is June 27 . We plan to 
award the scholarships at the worship service at 9:30 on 
July 25 .

Pastor Mary and Pastor Kim with the four 2021 confirmation 
students: (left to right) Brett Norgaard, Henry Bartholomew, 
Olivia Groetken, and Sophia Kratz.

https://tinyurl.com/4thSundayAmazingRace
https://tinyurl.com/4thSundayAmazingRace
https://tinyurl.com/BGGross
https://tinyurl.com/BGGross
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PRAISE UPON PRAISE
On May 23, our 4th Sunday Event was a Tie Dye Day . 
There were 30 students who came to tie dye their own shirt, 
another 7 students who could not attend but trusted us 
enough to tie dye their shirts, and 10 amazing volunteers 
came to assist, help and make their own shirts . Many 
thanks to all the volunteers and to Pastor Mary and Shelly 
Stienbarger who made sure we had the dying process down . 
Thank you for caring for the youth! We praise God for the 
generosity of the United Methodist Women Phoebe Circle 
who sponsored our shirts . Thank you for your generosity . 

CHURCH MOUSE PROGRAM
As the year is ending, we want to thank Nancy 
Pearson for leading this ministry and for 
each church mouse who sent letters, packages 
and stayed connected with our Baker college 
students . Thank you to Sarah Hardwick who 
will be taking on the Church Mouse Program .

We are praying for those who have graduated and for 
their transitions out of high school .  There will be a sign-up 
coming shortly via Weekly Word for those you would be 
interested in having a church mouse in the fall as well as 
a sign-up for those who would like to be a church mouse . 
Thank you for praying and considering to be part of this 
wonderful ministry . Contact Nancy Pearson at npearson@
ameritech .net or 630 .624 .9701 with any questions .

Youth & Young Adult Ministry Con’t .

YOUNG ADULTS SUMMER IDEAS 
We are looking to gather young adults this summer 
and want your input if you are between the ages of 18 
and 30 something . You can email your ideas or we can 
go out for ice cream/coffee/tea and discuss and meet 
up . Please contact Pastor Kim Neace at pastorkim@
bakermemorialchurch .org or 630 .975 .0696 or Mariah 
Cheyney at 614 .940 .4563 or mncheyney@gmail .com



Baker Memorial UMC has been 
in a covenant relationship 

with Clara Biswas, a missionary 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
for several years. 
This means we offer 
monetary support 
every year to Global 
Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church. We 
go a step further and 
support Clara’s Street 
Children Ministry, which 
serves the poorest of 
the poor children in Cambodia. 

This year, when no one can 
travel on a mission trip, we have 
decided to go virtual and open it 
up to all ages with a Cambodian 
Adventure. Be ready for a hands-
on experience with lots of activity 
(not your typical Zoom). We invite 
the youngest to our oldest in the 
congregation and everyone in 
between, as well as friends, family 

and neighbors. So, 
let’s all experience 
something new 
together and invite 
those who may 

have always wanted to go on a 
Mission trip but couldn’t due to 
time, money, or availability. This is 
a perfect way to do missions far 
away, yet right here. The amazing 
thing of this Virtual Mission Trip is 
that many more people get to be 
part of it.

SUPPORTING MINISTRY
Every year we support Clara’s 
ministry through a fundraiser. 

This year, the fundraiser will be 
through our Virtual Mission Trip. 
Will you join us in this mission, 
and either be part of the Virtual 
Mission Trip or donate toward it? 

If we were to go on a mission 
trip physically to Cambodia, it 
would be approximately $3000 
per person. Imagine how much 
we can give by staying here this 
year and how we can bless this 
ministry. Therefore, we are giving 

CAMBODIA ADVENTURE
A VIRTUAL MISSION TRIP FOR EVERYONE

Book your trip today at:
https://tinyurl.com/CambodiaVMT

Continued on next page.
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people an opportunity to sponsor 
in tangible ways such as:
• $7 to feed a child for the day or 

$35 for week       
• $16 to provide a uniform/

sandals
• $50 to pay utilities for a month
• $99.95 to feed a family for the 

week 
• $192 to cover a month’s salary 

or any amount you feel led! 

In order to get the word out 
about Clara’s mission work 
in Cambodia, we are also 
encouraging people to send 
Mission letters to friends, family 
and neighbors or do a FB post 
about your Virtual Mission Trip 
that you are going on. 

During the Virtual mission trip, we 
will experience God’s desire for 
us to be in service Here, Near and 
Far Away. We will learn about the 
history and culture of Cambodia, 
play Cambodian games, cook 
the foods enjoyed by families in 
Cambodia and much more. Each 

day has a different theme with a 
fun activity. 

GET THE ADVENTURE PACK
The Mission Trip Action Pack will 
help navigate the Cambodian 
Adventure and can be picked up 
at the church prior to our “trip”.  
The cost is $10 and includes your 
own “Passport”, stickers, recipes, 
a game, etc. (Those out of state 
will get an electronic copy of 
items). Packet pick-up days are:
• Sunday, June 20: 9-11 am
• Monday, June 21: 9 am-7 pm 
• Tuesday, June 22: 9 am-4 pm

COOL T-SHIRTS
We have some amazing shirts 
to signify our trip that will be an 
extra cost per person and not 
part of the fundraiser. However, 
you will get them at cost. Think of 
it as your memento or souvenir 
from your Virtual Mission Trip.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
Join the team at https://tinyurl.
com/Volunteer4CambodiaVMT

WHAT’S HAPPENING WHEN
Mark your calendars for June 
22, 24, and 25 via Zoom from 
7-8:15 pm and a Celebration 
Day June 26 with food, pictures, 
games, and pure Cambodian fun 
from 5:30-7 pm. This night is 
open to the whole congregation 
and friends. Let us know you are 
coming.

BOOK YOUR TRIP!
Register for your Virtual Mission 
Trip today and invite your friends 
and family! Register https://
tinyurl.com/CambodiaVMT

CAMBODIA 
ADVENTURE
A Virtual Mission Trip for All

June 22, 24, & 25 via Zoom 
from 7-8:15 pm 

June 26 Celebration Day 
Join us for food, pictures, 
games, and pure Cambodian 
fun from 5:30-7 pm. This 
night is open to the whole 
congregation and friends. 
Let us know you are coming.

307 Cedar Avenue
St. Charles, IL 60174

630.584.6680
bakermemorialchurch.org
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-cambodia
https://tinyurl.com/Volunteer4CambodiaVMT 
https://tinyurl.com/Volunteer4CambodiaVMT 
 https://tinyurl.com/CambodiaVMT
 https://tinyurl.com/CambodiaVMT
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Caring Ministry
The Thursday group of Mid-Valley kids posed for a photo 
(above) on their last day of helping us make our Day 
Guests comfortable . They and the Tuesday group have 
certainly been a huge help and a delight to have here . Their 
workshop was also a great place to stop by to pick up a last 
minute birthday or get well card that they had made . They 
helped us out in many additional ways; a few of which 
were sorting and sizing clothing donated, checking for 
expiration dates on foods, making lunches, emptying the 
trash, sweeping, and other tasks . We will miss them over 
the summer and look forward to their return in August . 
Best wishes for them or have a great summer vacation . “See 
you in August Mid-Valley .”

The program continues it’s good work with volunteers 
bringing, food, clothing and signing up for meals on 
Tuesday and Thursday . We have been able to provide 
summer clothing, housing for many to stay out of the 
elements . By way of a generous donation we were able to 
provide the housing for short term stays . Two of our guests 
have benefited from our help of finding jobs and housing 
and they are doing well . Just when we think we need more 
food “it comes in” .  

We still are in need of sign ups for the meal train and 
much needed water and gatoraide for the summer’s 
hot days . Please consider signing up at tinyurl.com/
dayguestlunch . Donations are received on Tuesday or 
Thursday from 10 am until 1 pm .
Thanks to all,
—Judy Schlarb, Caring Ministry Chair

Preparing for Baptism
Would you like more information about Baptism, for your 
child or yourself, here at Baker Memorial UMC? Baptism 
classes will be held July 10, September 11, and November 
13 in person from 9-11am . Sign up for one of the dates at 
tinyurl.com/Bakerbaptism21class

Come Ring & Sing This Summer
We are excited to announce our Ring & Sing summer series 
that brings together the musicians in our congregation and 
welcomes new participants! All skill levels are invited to 
join—especially beginners . As part of the experience, there 
will be an introduction by Jeff Hunt and Kathy Olivarez to 
the basics of bell ringing and choir singing . Get more info, 
see the schedule, and sign up here .

Volunteer at the NIL Food Band
The next Northern Illinois Food Bank volunteer date for 
the church is June 21 from 9am-noon at the 273 Dearborn 
Ct . location in Geneva . If you would like to join the team or 
get more information contact Betty Erickson at N9FYC@
aol .com . A group volunteers monthly on third Mondays .

Prayer Quilt Ministry
Anyone interested in assisting with the Prayer Quilt 
ministry, we will be meeting Wednesday, June 23 in Wiley 
Hall from 10 am to Noon . You can come in through the 3rd 
Avenue doors or the lower Main Street doors . If you have 
a small sewing machine, feel free to bring it . If you’d like to 
learn how to make a prayer quilt, we will teach you . 

An Invite to Join the Family
Would you like more information about Membership 
here at Baker Memorial UMC? Membership classes will 
be offered on June 13, August 8, and October 10 after the 
Sunday church service . We will meet on-person or by 
Zoom depending on conditions . Sign-up at tinyurl.com/
Havealookmembership21

5 Cups of Coffee
Look for an announcement on the new date and sign up 
information for the 5 Cups of Coffee class . 

A Gentle Word About Giving
The work of God continues at and through Baker Memorial 
UMC in these difficult times . Our staff is hard at work 
seeking to check-in with the whole congregation on a 
regular basis . Our work with our Day Guests continues . 
We are continuing to do worship on-line . As you are able, 
please seek to keep up with your giving during this time, 
or even accelerate it so we can continue to 
meet our payroll and bills . We understand 
that some people will not be able to do 
this and are working to manage spending 
accordingly . All of you are in our prayers .

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/z9dyzd
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-baptism1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-ring
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-havealook1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094eaba62aaaf94-havealook1
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9am Farmers Market
5 

6
9:30am Worship in 

Sanctuary begins 
12pm Pizza With the 

Pastors
1pm Popsicles in the 

Park

8
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

9
5pm Ring & Sing

10 
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

11
9am Farmers Market

12

13   
9:30am Worship 

(Sanctuary)
10:30am New  

Member Class

14   15   
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

16   17 
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

18
9am Farmers Market

21
Carillon Articles Due  
9am NIL Food Bank
7pm Spiritual  

Leadership & 
Strategy and 
Administration

22   
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting
7pm Cambodia  

Virtual Mission Trip

23
10am Prayer Quilt 

Ministry (Wiley)
5pm Ring & Sing

24
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
7pm Cambodia  

Virtual Mission Trip

25
9am Farmers Market
7pm Cambodia  

Virtual Mission Trip

26
5:30pm Cambodia  

Virtual Mission 
Trip

27
9:30am Worship 

(Sanctuary)
12pm BakerYouth 

4th Sunday:  
Amazing Race

  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

19 

7   

1
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  
1:30pm Staff Meeting

29

3
11:30am Day Guest 

Lunch  

30

 6 

6 

Online Church
Every Sunday
Worship video posted 
to the website and
Facebook
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STAFF
Pastor Mary Zajac | Elder

Pastor Kim Neace | Deacon

Jeffery Hunt | Director of Music Ministry

Mark Edwards | Organist

Shelly Stienbarger | Director, Children & Family Ministry

Mandy Hale | Director of Administration

Judy Schlarb | Finance Manager

Lita Jimenez | Church Accountant 

Karl Lescelius | Building Maintenance Manager

Michele Claney | Creative Director

307 CEDAR AVENUE | ST . CHARLES, IL 60174
630-584-6680 | BAKERMEMORIALCHURCH.ORG

bakerMEMORIALCHURCH.org

